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Vocal Meeting Dates 
 

Evening support groups. 
These occur at VOCAL House in 
Narrabundah on the first 
Wednesday of each month and 
start at 6:00 P.M. Please call to 
register your interest to attend 
 
The next meetings: 
 Jan             Wed   4th 
          Feb             Wed  1st 
          Mar             Wed  7th 
          Apr          Wed  4th 
   

Lunchtime support groups. 
The group meets on the third 
Wednesday each month from 
1230pm till 2:00pm and can also 
help new emerging victims of pa-
rental abuse by children. Re-
freshments provided at a club of 
your choice. Please phone VO-
CAL on 6295 9600 to register. 

Executive Committee 
Chairperson: Bryan Harper 
Deputy Chair:    Kurt Gruber 
Treasurer: Jing Zhou 
Secretary: Vacant 
Media liaison: Simon Jackson 
 
Patron:  Bill Stefaniak 

 

 
For the one who sings 

Love is the sin that breaks your wings 

But know nothing of its beauty rings 
A song of life, love bring springs 

 
Love is such a heavy crime 

Cause I love you and your beauty sublime 
If you file a charge against me to grime 

Know that love is worth than million centine 
 

I walk with you under the moonlight shower 
Stealing a moment to hold you, my sunflower 

Lips touch each other, a crime in overpower 
I am a criminal and I love this naughty hour 

 
The arrow from your bow is stuck in my heart 

Love is truly arresting my soul at the start 

I love this crime and long to be your only part 
Let me be prisoned in your heart 

 
So if love is a crime and I am a happy 

criminal 
I will paint the art with time being emotional 

 
 

Source: prabhatks.wordpress.com 
 

 

POEM  



About Vocal 
 
Vocal was formed in the ACT af-
ter several murders were com-
mitted in and around the sur-
rounding districts. Families be-
gan making phone contact with 
each other and then decided to 
get together because they had 
all experienced the aftermath of 
a violent death. 
 
Some of the members had their 
loved ones taken from them as 
far back as twenty years ago and 
yet for the first time they found 
they were able to speak out 
about their feelings to people 
who fully understood and cared. 
On the 15th of November 1988, 
the group met for the first time. 
That was a very special get-
together and many friendships 
have been formed. From that 
meeting the Victims Of Crime 
Assistance League (ACT) Inc. 
was born. 
 
The main aims of Vocal (ACT): 
 

 To help and support individual 
persons and their families, who 
through a criminal act against 
them, are victims of crime; to 
overcome their anguish and 
suffering and assist them to-
wards a state of understanding 
and acceptance of their adver-
sity in order to resume a more 
stable mental and physical con-
dition. 

 To offer support to victims dur-
ing their relevant court actions. 

 

 To refer victims to various pro-
fessional organisations or indi-
viduals. 

 
 
Other Organisational Aims: 
 

 To promote public awareness 
of the plight of victims, and 
promote action in the interest 
of those victims and the exist-
ence of VOCAL (ACT). 

 To support the authorities in 
preventing and dealing with 
crime, to review effectiveness 
of the justice system, and 
where possible, bring issues to 
the attention of the authorities. 

 To provide a venue where vic-
tims can gather so as to assist 
themselves or other victims. 

 To promote and/or carry out 
research into the immediate 
and long-term effects of crime 
on victims. 

 To act independently or in co-
operation with other persons 
or bodies where appropriate in 
support of the objects of VO-
CAL (ACT). 

 
The Executive, Committee and 
Members wish to sincerely thank 
all those who have supported in 
so many ways. Warm greetings 
for the Summer season 
VOCAL welcomes anyone with 
busy hands and warm hearts to 
assist in small or big ways.. 

 

“ I do not want to see you anymore” said by  Serina, who has es-

caped  from the nightmare of the marriage.  

 

After suffering from a long-standing physical and emotionally 

violent relationship, the lady is exhausted not only because the 

deep hurts that relationship brings, but also the very little support 

from her friends and society. She told to us, “what I was not pre-

pared for was the attitude of well-meaning mutual friends. For 

example, one friend asked me when I told him of the court order 

whether the children and I would have been better off remaining 

in the marriage even though there were pictures and witness of 

the violence. He later agreed to act as a character witness for my 

ex in court if required. He told me that he felt my ex needed a 

friend to help him through the separations and make sure he did-

n’t go off the rails. He is an extremely nice person and so his ac-

tions hurt a more than he would ever realise.” 

 

“I am not eligible for welfare or legal aid support because I have a 

good public service job. The first six months were extremely dif-

ficult. My children were clingy and needy, I felt overwhelmed by 

full-time work and paperwork and my sense of worse and self-

esteem were fragile.” 

 

After around eight months of separation, the ex-husband of the 

lady alleged in the Family Court that, contrary to his earlier state-

ment on oath, the violence never happened. Did the role of mutual 

friends lead to this? We don’t know. But one thing is for sure: 

there needs to be much more work done on victim support and 

research into appropriate messaging for alleged perpetrators. 

 

Sources: CityNews, Canberra 

Story: When Love Gets Violent 
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 Editor’s Column Tips To Feel Better 
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Hello loyal reader, 

 

 

First of all, let me take this chance to introduce myself, my name is Shane. 

 

Brief backstory, I started with Victims of Crime Assistance League back in 

August of last year, with the idea of helping out VOCAL in my free time 

between work and study. 

 

I was soon  after elected as a general committee member and enjoying this 

role  very much as  carrying out this role is helping me with ta greater under-

standing f what it takes to run a community organisation. 

 

Since starting with VOCAL,  I have also been helping out with  getting the 

newsletters  out to the readers—and now with great pleasure, I’d like to pub-

licly announce that thanks to Jack also known as Yuan,  and for a very brief 

time Luca also, who came on-board to provide their interesting insight into 

issues and topics relating to victims.  With their efforts added to VOCAL’s 

cause, you can definitely expect great things! 

 

VOCAL welcomes any interested person who has the willingness to research 

relevant articles and create  a story for our ongoing quarterly newsletter.  We 

also appreciate tasteful jokes and poetry as well as good reliable advice on 

health and wellbeing. 

 

I’ve come to realise that there is no such thing as a small donation, to       

VOCAL, all well-meaning people are wel-

come even if it’s only emailing us articles, 

writing personal stories of hardship or 

offering helpful tips—are just a few exam-

ples of help given to VOCAL that has kept 

this place running. 

 

So if you’re feeling in need of a purpose, a 

new direction or even an honest days work 

as a volunteer, consider your local VO-

CAL. 

 

- Shane Allen, BM 

Here are some tips for coping with the trauma or loss caused by a 

crime: 

 

 Find someone to talk with about how you feel and what you are 

going through. Keep the phone number of a good friend nearby 

to call when you feel overwhelmed or panicked.  

 Allow yourself to feel pain. It will not last forever.  

 Spend time with others, but make time to spend time alone.  

 Take care of your mind and body. Rest, sleep, and eat regular, 

healthy meals.  

 Re-establish a normal routine as soon as possible, but don't over-

do.  

 Make daily decisions, which will help to bring back a feeling of 

control over your life. Exercise, though not excessively and al-

ternate with periods of relaxation.  

 Undertake daily tasks with care. Accidents are more likely to 

happen after severe stress.  

 Recall the things that helped you cope during trying times and 

loss in the past and think about the things that give you hope. 

Turn to them on bad days. 

 

This and more resources can 

be found at: victim-

sofcrime.org 

 

If you don’t have anyone to 

talk to, please come and chat 

to us. We have resources to 

help and can put you in con-

tact with a qualified counsel-

lor.Call us on 6295 9600 or a/

hrs 0439 95 9410 or email us 

vocalact@gmail.com or drop 

in 

1 Iluka St, Narrabundah ACT 2604  near the Narrabundah shop. 

 



 

It is important that our loved ones are remembered.  Their lives 

were stolen from them for no reason and for no gain.  The  
"Remembering Page" is our way of not allowing their name to die.   

 

We also remember those who have died tragically through motor 
vehicle related 'accidents, often drink-drive related.  We also 

remember those whose lives have been changed through a criminal 
act. 

In Remembrance 

 
 
 

Cameron Anderson, born 31 December 1988, life taken 1 September 2008 
 

Janine Balding, born 7 October 1967, her life taken 8 September 1988 
 

Julie Sarah Tattersall, born 5 February 1973, her life taken 10 September 2008 
 

Allison Nitschke, born 19 May 1973, her life taken 21 September, 1991 
 

Ian Berensen, born 29 September 1957, his life taken 27 March 1967 
 

Troy Forsyth, born 3 October 1969, his life taken 1 March 1987 
 

Craig Robert Morrish, born 22 February 1963, died tragically 6 October 1985 
 

Doug Berensen, born 11 October 1923, his life taken 27 March 1967 
 

Bronwyne Richardson, born 6 January 1956, her life taken 12 October 1973 
 

Greg Thompson, born 14 July 1973, his life taken 14 October 1989 
 

Owen Wilbers, born 13 October 1954, his life taken 20 October 1988 
 

Grant Cameron, born 9 October 1971, his life taken 1 November 1987 
 

Bente Mosessen, born 4 November 1963, her life taken 26 March 1988 
 

Minh Tran, born 25 November 1970, his life taken 3 April 1992 
 

Coordinators Report 

Welcome to the summer edition.  The first part of summer was 

busy with tidying up loose ends  before our annual end of year 

closure which occurred from 19 December and ended on 23 

January.   The Annual General Meeting went well with all chairs 

vacated refilled with new and younger volunteers.  Early this 

year it was decided to look for a new patron and Bill Stefaniak 

was approached in January.  I am pleased to advise that Bill 

Stefaniak has gladly accepted to become our new Patron.  As 

most of you may remember, Bill has always been a supporter of 

VOCAL from its early days  and also when he was the leader of 

the opposition in the local government’s Liberal party .  Bill 

went to work for the Administrative Tribunal for a time until 

retirement last year.  He is still doing some part time work  in 

that field..  He is now all the more touched by the  objectives of 

VOCAL as he lost his son last year in difficult circumstances 

and the matter is still going through the court. We look forward 

to having his expertise and his support for our fund raising work. 

 

The summer months are usually quiet times when most people 

are preparing for their holidays and many volunteers leave for 

new horizons.  There has been three offers from different law 

firms to do Pro Bono Legal work for our clients.  I am currently 

exploring the advantages and potential disadvantages and cost 

before agreeing.  There has been many visitors and in particular 

one from the Government’s Restorative Justice Program, to 

explore how VOCAL could work in cooperation with their aims 

and objectives. There is no implications of funding for VOCAL, 

simply an invitation to work cooperatively with others in the 

ACT in the best interest of victims of crime. 

 

We have seen 38 ongoing clients for emotional support and 

practical assistance, and 4 occasions of court support.  I have 

interviewed 22 new volunteers and recruited about 12 to replace 

those who have since left.                      Regards        Marie-noelle 
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7. Cool Runnings—Always try to plan your gardening expeditions 

in the more forgiving hours of the day and perform all the sun-

smart manoeuvres (sunblock, hat, etc.), gardening is suppose to be 

a hobby, not an exercise in self-attrition. 

 

8. Look to the North—It is a clever idea if you can incorporate 

your garden’s growth to cast shade on the house’s northern-face to 

keep the home cool during those 35c+ days. 

 

9. Pest Patrol—You might not like the creepy-crawlies but they 

sure do like your home, makes sure your house doesn’t become 

part of the flora by placing woodchip 1-2 metres away from the 

home and keep the surrounding soil dry to prevent little explorers. 

 

10. Time management—Not everything in the garden can be man-

aged and given the time it might deserve, so prioritising the thirsti-

er plants (fruit-bearing plants, pumpkins, etc.) can be given more 

attention on the dryer days and the more resilient flora (often na-

tive species, cactus, etc.) can exercise its patience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All these tips and more, from: http://www.homelife.com.au/

gardening/gardening-tips/12-top-summer-gardening-tips 

Garden Watering tips Summer 

Due to the recent amendments to the Victims of Crime (Financial 

Assistance) Act 2016, we at VOCAL thought it is important for 

our readers to be aware of possible compensation offered by the 

ACT to victims of crime. However this article should not be used 

as legal counsel and supplant the advice of a legal professional or 

that of Victims Support ACT. 

 

The Victims of Crime (Financial Assistance) Act 2016 was im-

plemented by the ACT government to alleviate the financial bur-

den incurred by criminal behaviour on victims and prevent future 

violent acts, it also introduced the idea of individual witnessing 

criminal behaviour or being related to the victim also unduly suf-

fer and are entitled to compensation. 

 

The Victims of Crime (Financial Assistance) Act 2016 covers 

five classifications of individuals ranging from: 

 

Primary Victim – Person who is directly injured or dies from the 

criminal behaviour 

Class A Related Victim – Person who is dependent on the prima-

ry victim and either a close family member or intimate partner. 

Class B Related Victim – Person who is finically independent 

from the primary victim and either a close family member with a 

genuine relationship or intimate partner. 

Class C Related Victim - Person who is finically independent 

from the primary victim and either a close family member 

(examples given – brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister, half-

brother or half-sister) with a genuine relationship or if the prima-

ry victim was an Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander person with 

the aforementioned familiar relationship. 

Homicide witness – Person who suffered as a result from being 

present during a homicide or a witness in a criminal investigation 

proceedings. 

Victims Government Assistance 
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The entitled payments for each category of victims varies on a 

case-by-case basis, but according to the accompanying regula-

tion with Victims of Crime (Financial Assistance) Act 2016 the 

maximum payments are $50,000 for primary victims, $30,000 

for Class A, $20,000 for Class B or $10,000 for Class C and 

Homicide Witnesses. 

 

There is also a few noteworthy quirks related to the implementa-

tion of certain payments, for example Primary, Class A related 

and Class B related victims are entitled to a ‘recognition pay-

ment’ in the words of the act. This recognition payment is to of-

fer another layer of financial assistance in regards to the severity 

of the criminal behaviour suffered by victims, other payment-

conditions also are applicable to victims but unfortunately this 

piece cannot cover all of them. 

 

Whilst VOCAL does try its best to provide accurate and reliable 

information to our readers, we must restate that we’re not legal 

practitioners, thus our summation of the Victims of Crime 

(Financial Assistance) Act 2016 and its accompanying regulation 

should not be used as legal advice. If you or someone you know 

has suffered as a victim of crime , all application forms and in-

formation guides are available at the Victims Support ACT web-

site at www.victimsupport.act.gov.au, or contact them directly 

on (02) 6205 2066, or free call 1800 822 272,  or email 

fasvsact@act.gov.au. If you need help completing your applica-

tion form, VOCAL can also assist this process. 

 

Sources: 
Victims of Crime (Financial Assistance) Act 2016, viewed 27/03/18,       Avail-

able at: <http://www.legislation.act.gov.au> 

 

Victims of Crime (Financial Assistance) Regulation 2016, viewed 27/03/18,       

Available at: <http://www.legislation.act.gov.au> 

Garden Watering tips Summer Victims Government Assistance 
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During the summer months keeping a healthy garden can be 

challenge task, so VOCAL has decided to share some tips on 

how you—our loyal reader—can have your garden ship-shape 

for the end of February. 

 

1. Keeping your pots cool—Most potted plants often suffer 

during the warmer part of the year, so keeping your pot-

plants in a cooler part of the garden can prevent a prema-

ture meltdown of your roses. 

2. Young ones always need attention—much like people, the 

younger demographic always need to be kept an eye on to 

see if they’re healthy, soaking your budding plants once or 

twice a week will help to keep the garden growing. 

3. 6am Green-Thumbs—For the early-risers amongst our 

reader, try picking-up the garden hose and getting stuck 

into the petunias to help soak in the H2O to the soil instead 

of evaporating. If you don’t quite feel alive during the AM, 

a late night splash can also benefit the garden. 

4. Water Soluble Fertiliser— Yes you read that right, if 

you’re finding it’s a long time between drinks for the 

hedgerows, chuck some seaweed-based fertiliser in the wa-

tering can and have at it. This is particularly good for fruit 

plants to help bring out the flavours. 

5. Live and Let Grow—Whilst it may be nice to see the half-

inch lawn, this can lead to weeds infesting the turf and 

turning all of your hard work into naught. Perhaps try to 

raising the mower to its highest setting, as thick and long 

grass can prevent the Bindiis from making a mockery. 

6. Congestion Prevention—putting in the elbow grease into 

maintaining your irrigation and hoses lines is always worth 

it, even adding mesh covers on your rain pipes can prevent 

the critters playing in your water –tank. 



 Disability Grey  Area Victorian proposal for victims funding 
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In Victoria, drivers who receive speeding fines could be made 

to pay an additional fine to support a Victims of Crime Fund. 

 

In February of 2018, Victims of Crime Commissioner Greg 

Davies has put forward the proposal, which could raise $100 

million a year for victims of crime in Victoria.  

 

In a submission to a law reform review into the Victims of 

Crime Assistance Act (Vic), Mr Davies argued for small fines 

to be added to 

speeding fines 

and selected 

court fees.  

 

As explained 

by Mr Davies, 

"… this pro-

posal basically 

says if you 

break the law 

there's a very small percentage of whatever the fine or penal-

ty might be added to what you receive in a penalty notice and 

that goes directly to the victims." Attorney-General Martin 

Pakula confirmed the Victorian Government was considering 

the proposal, adding “the Government is very interested in 

raising some additional support for victims through offend-

ers." 

 

 

Source 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-02-06/proposal-to-add-fees

-to-fines-for-victims-of-crime-fund/9399316 

It seems that Commonwealth Bank’s solution to the issue was 

not actually as safe to operate by visually impaired users as an-

ticipated by the Bank. The Human Rights Commission began 

receiving complaints from a advocacy group, Blind Citizens 

Australia and PIAC. Following 18 months of unsuccessful nego-

tiations with the Commonwealth Bank over the machines, then a 

lawsuit ensued.  

 

The suggestion by the Commonwealth Bank, that the Albert ma-

chines provides verbal instructions to enable vison-impaired us-

ers to enter their PIN’s seems to be short-sighted in VOCAL’s 

view as a simply survey of users would have clearly shown. The 

potential for crime against visually-impaired persons greatens. 

 

Chief executive of Blind Citizens Australia, Emma Bennison, 

who is blind, indicated the feature was often unhelpful to vision-

impaired users. "It's terribly anxiety provoking," she said. "I was 

in a coffee shop the other day, holding up the queue trying to en-

ter my PIN and I found it incredibly distressing because the peo-

ple behind me didn't know what I was doing, all they saw was 

me struggling to pay my bill.  

 

Ms Bennison also mentioned that many people are forced to give 

their PIN’s to their relatives, friends and even strangers in order 

to complete the transactions on the Albert machines. "I think it 

makes people firstly, very anxious when they're having to hold 

up a queue listening to a tutorial that tells them how to do some-

thing that last week they could do with a device with a keypad. 

"Now they have to listen to this tutorial, hold up a queue, and 

then in many cases find that they still can't enter their PIN." 

 

Source:  

ABC News; http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-16/blind-

discrimination-lawsuit-cba-albert-eftpos-machines/9551458 



 

Disability Grey  Area 

To trust strangers, or trust yourself? 

 

Although the question appears to be an easy one to consider by 

most people, it is not so for those with a visual impairment, for 

instance.  

 

Ms Mattiazzo is blind and cannot easily handle many daily 

activities without her friend, Olympia, her guided dog. Even going 

to local shops or grab a cup of coffee may cause her lots of 

trouble. The  introduction of the Commonwealth Bank's "Albert" 

EFTPOS machine, more than two years ago, was meant to help 

people in this category of disability. However, this lady said she 

felt vulnerable while using 

this machine when making 

purchases.  

 

There are more than 

88,000 Albert machines, 

which are entirely 

touchscreen, across 

Australia. A PIN number 

is required if the amount 

spent is over  $100, that is if you know from the start how much 

items selected will add up to before getting to the teller. Blind and 

vision-impaired users say these terminals are virtually impossible 

for them to use because they do not have a tactile keypad.  

 

Often technologies are introduced without the question being 

asked: “can it be used by everyone in our community?" says Mr 

Hunyor, CEO of Public Interest Advocacy Centre.  

 

Vision-impaired users 'can listen to PIN instructions' says a 

spokesperson for the Commonwealth Bank. 

As the increasing use of the electrical document, the incidents of 

relevant frauds happened from time to time, particularly, ID 

document fraud, which is harmful to both individual and society 

from varieties of aspects. 
 

Fortunately, experts have been delivering many techniques to 

deal with the problem and here is a brief introduction on fully 

automatic ID document frauds detection. 

It mainly covers three aspects: 

 Background printing analysis 

 Photo printing analysis 

 Typography printing analysis 

According to these professional analysis, we can easily find the 

fake file by comparing the relevant details of images with the 

real one . 
 

Anyway, everyone should be careful about the ID documents 

and do not provide details information to others if unnecessary. 

 

Source: MANDRIDAKE, Clarisse, Ouddan, Amine, Hoarau, 

Mathieu and Win-lime, Kevin n.d. Towards Fully Automatic ID 

Document frauds detection, Keesing Research Institute, <keesing

-technology.com> 

 

eDocument Fraud 
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Revenge Adult Film 

 

Bringing Death to Life 

 
Sometimes you don’t have an opportunity to say goodbye. If your 

left with things you wanted to say, find a private place, sit down 

and have a yarn. It’s quite normal to speak to the dead. 

 

 

Tell the kids? Children sense very quickly when something is 

wrong. If someone close is dying, consider telling the kids—

before they start feeling excluded or thing they are to blame. 

 

 

Those who are dying often just want to feel normal. It can really 

help if you do some regular things together. And just be 

yourselves. 

 

 

If you really mean it, take the initiative. Often a dying or grieving 

friend won’t want to ask. All sorts of things can help: taking their 

kids to the movies, cleaning out the fridge, washing the dishes, 

mowing their lawn, doing some ironing, cleaning their bathroom 

or putting the washing on the line. Simple things can be a real 

relief. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All these bits of advice and more can be found in Andrew 

Anastasios’ book ‘Dying to know’ published in 2007. 

Tragedy and How To Cope 
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As reported in the Canberra Times, a 47 year-old has been  

sentenced under Canberra’s new ’Revenge Porn’ law for what 

Justice Elkhaim says is an “abhorrent act” against a former  

partner. (1) 

 

The legislation, colloquially know as ‘Revenge Porn’ law, is the 

Crimes (Intimate Image Abuse) Amendment Bill 2017 aimed to 

protect former partners and individuals from sharing or the threat 

of sharing sensitive images without consent. (2) 

 

What is being termed as Image-Based Abuse by researchers, has  

been shown to have occurred to 1 in 5 respondents to an 2017 

RMIT study of more than 4200 individuals. Perpetrators of  

image-based abuse from the study were not limited to former-

partners with 13 percent of perpetrators being unknown to the 

victim. (3) 

 

With  75%  of victims experiencing depression or anxiety  

associated symptoms from having their image non-consensually 

distributed , it is clear that this behaviour has an adverse affect on 

our community. (3) 

 

With the Capital Territory introducing legislation to protect  

individuals from this abuse in conjunction with Victoria and 

South Australia, however other states and territories are falling 

behind on creating effective laws to prevent further victims  

without adequate justice. (4) 

 

With the current state of legal protects not covering individuals 

outside of  ACT, VIC and SA, you might ask what options are 

available to  victims?  



The  eSafety Commissioner recommends that if you are a victim 

of image based abuse, you should: 

 

 Collect evidence, including taking screenshots and copy 

and URL 

 Check if the image has been posted in other places. You 

can do this by searching for your name online and do a re-

verse image search 

 Contact the social media platform or website administrator 

directly and report that the image was distributed without 

consent 

 Report it to the eSafety Commissioner and Australian Cy-

bercrime Online Reporting Network 

 If you are in Victoria or South Australia, contact your local 

police 

 Microsoft and Google both offer options to remove         

revenge porn from appearing on their various search en-

gine results and other services.  (4) 

 

If you  or anyone you know has been affected by revenge porn or 

image based abuse, please contact the police and all relevant au-

thorities. 

 

 

References 
1.  www.canberratimes.com.au, ‘Canberra will see this video’: 

man sentenced over revenge porn blackmail, 30 January 2018. 

2. www.legislation.act.gov.au, Crimes (Intimate Image Abuse) 

Amendment Bill  2017, 29 August. 

3.  www.rmit.com.ed.u.au, Not just ‘revenge porn’ - image-based 

abuse hits 1-5 Australians, 8 May 2017. 

4.www.sbs.com.au, Revenge Porn: what to do if you’re a victim, 

1 August 2017. 

VOLUNTEER APPLICATION FORM 

Victims Of Crime Assistance League (ACT) Inc. 
Revenge Adult Film 

 

 
 

 Page 9 Page 12 

Thank you for your interest in the Victims Assistance League and for 
your offer of voluntary assistance.  To help us find the most satisfying 
area of involvement for you please fill out  the following details and en-
sure to include all relevant information about you including 2 referees 
contact details.  You will need to provide $7 to cover the cost of compul-
sory police check and a copy of your current driver’s license/ID. 
 
1.  NAME:……………………………………………………………………. 
 
ADDRESS:  …………………………………………………………………. 
 
PHONE:  …………………(Wk) ……………………(Mob)…………..…… 
 
DRIVER’S LICENCE NUMBER:  …………………………………………. 
 
DATE OF BIRTH:  ………………………………………………………….. 
 
2.  (a)  What type of voluntary work are you interested in (please tick) 
Court Support General Assistance Submissions Policy 
Practical Assistance     Office Assistance     Counselling    Newsletters 
 
(b)  Languages Spoken: ……………………………………………………. 
Education/qualifications:  ….……………………………………………….. 
 
3.   Please indicate the time/day you are available to assist at VOCAL  
Mornings:   ………………………………………………………………….. 
Afternoons:  ………………………………………………………………… 
Evenings:  ……………………………………………………………………  
 
4.  Do you have your own car?… Are you available at short notice? …. 
Do you object to working with the AFP, the DPP, or other justice officers?….. 

 
5.  Why do you want to work as a VOCAL Volunteer with victims of crime? 

……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
PO Box 2, Narrabundah, ACT 2604.     Phone: (02) 62959600      Fax: 0262959422 

Email:  vocalact@gmail.com 



 
Would you like to make a difference in someone's life? 
Do you have a desire to contribute to the community? 

Want to improve the system in a constructive way? 
 
 

For VOCAL to carry out these roles, it needs people who have the  
following skills: 

 
 Administration   Gardening / Cleaning 
 Counselling    Research / Policy 
 Accounting    Information Technology 
 
 
If you answer yes to any of the above skills, or feel you may have 
some other skill or talent that may be of assistance to VOCAL and vic-
tims of crime, we would love to hear from you. 
 
 
We provide full training and support, both in house and ’on the job’, to 
enable you to assist victims of crime with Court Support, Advocacy, 
Emotional Support, Lobbying and administrative support, among oth-
ers. 
 
 
If you are unable to assist in direct service provision, but would still like 
to support and be a part of VOCAL in some way, you are more than 
welcome to join as a member for a small contribution, or even as a 
committee member. 
 
 
If you are interested in making a contribution to life, developing new 
knowledge and skills, and or gaining work experience and a reference 
at the same time, phone the Coordinator Marie-Noëlle Curé on: 
 
 

6295 9600 
 

An application form is on the next page. 

Become a Volunteer With VOCAL 
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VOCAL (ACT) Membership Application / Renewal Form. 
 
I,             
 Given name (Mrs / Mr / Ms / Miss)  Surname 

 
of            
 Address 

 
            
 City / Town    State   Post Code 

 
E-mail:            
 
Ph (H):     Ph (W):      
 
Mobile:           
 
desire to become a (circle one)  New  /  Renewed  member of VOCAL (ACT) 
Inc. In the event of my admission as a member, I agree to be bound by the 
rules of VOCAL for the time being in force. (Available from VOCAL) 
 
Membership fees (please tick appropriate option) 
 

Individual   Family *   Corporate 
1 year $25.00  1 year $40.00   1 year $75.00 
3 years $90.00  3 years $100.00  3 years $200.00 
 
Pension   Donation 
1 year $15.00°   Amount $   (over $2 is tax deductible) 
3 years $30.00 

 
* Family members to include in membership:      
 
            
Interest in becoming a Committee Member  (Y)     (N) 
 
I enclose one / three year’s subscription herewith. Subscriptions are due on 1st 
July of each year. Subscriptions paid on or after 1st May, cover membership 
from that date to the end of the next financial year. 
 
Signature:       Date:    
Please return this completed form with cheque or money order to VOCAL 
(ACT) Inc. to PO Box 2 Narrabundah ACT 2604. If a receipt is required, please 
enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope with your application. 
 
Note: VOCAL membership fees do not include GST, having been determined 
a GST-free supply under the relevant provisions of the taxation legislation. 

VOCAL (ACT) Inc. ABN 41 473 082 653 


